Engaging the Community
in the Conservation of a
High Profile Site

North Meadow
National Nature Reserve



Cricklade

A small community of 5000 people



North Meadow NNR
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Issues for a High Profile Site




Widening
paths
compaction




Dogs are welcome

—

But only If they are on a lead!



Lots of Caxs!




Seasonal Conditions
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Why half a million fritillaries didn’t make it this

There had been a colossal smothering, truly weird to witness
| MICHAEL MCCARTHY [+ Wednesday 24 April 2013
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Natural disasters in the wildlife world are not unknown — for
example, the Siberian winter of 1963, when all water bodies were
frozen solid, killed most of the kingfishers in Britain. But I've just
witnessed the strangest one I've ever seen— the smothering of halfa
million of our rarest wild flowers.
s g Googs The blooms in question are snakeshead
fritillaries, chequered purple nodding
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Cricklade in Bloom

Fritillary Watch
Cricklade North Meadow

National Nature Reserve (SSSI)

Fritillary Watch - Monday 12th May 2014

300
Website visitors
per day

In April

SkyLark Alauds arvensis Photo @ Biopix: JC Schou _

The Snakes Head Fritillaries have finished flowering for this year.
There is still much to see on the meadow.

North Meadow has something to offer almost all year round. Three easy relatively level walks will take you where you
may glimpse the tiny adder’s tongue fern or hear the chatter of the reed bunting, in June the meadow bursts into colour

displaying the rich purples of greater burnet and common knapweed, yellows of meadow buttercup and yellow rattle,

while the rest of the meadow is filled with ox-eye daisies, meadow rue and meadow sweet, mixed with some striking wild
grasses.



Engaging the Community

A Increased awareness

A Increased co -operation of local visitors
Reduced visitor impact

A Increased desire to value and protect

But How?




Engaging the Community

A Slide presentations to local groups
A Guided walks

A Volunteer wardens

A Leaflets

A Notice board
A Website

Developing Community Partners



Community Partners

Natural England work closely with
community partners

ACricklade Bloomers
ACricklade Manorial Court
ALocal Farmers
ACricklade Town Council



Cricklade Bloomezrs

A Work to improve Cricklade
Environment

A Won Britain in Bloom in 2011

A Raise £12k pa

A 6000 volunteer hours per
year

Conservation & Environmen

WINNEE

North Meadow
Cricklade




How do they help?

Fritillary Tea Rooms



ricklade Bloomezrs

Educational Displays




Art Displays




Cricklade Bloomers

Work Parties



