
North Meadow 

National Nature Reserve 



A small community of 5000 people 



Public site with 10000 visitors in April 



Keeping people on the paths 



Widening 
paths 
compaction 



But only if they are on a lead! 







BBC Gardner’s World 
BBC  News 
Telegraph 
Independent 
Local Radio 
Local Papers 
Gardening Magazines 



300 
Website visitors 

per day 
in April 

Fritillary Watch 



• Increased awareness 

• Increased co-operation of local visitors 

• Reduced visitor impact 

• Increased desire to value and protect 

 

 

But How? 
 



• Slide presentations to local groups 

• Guided walks 

• Volunteer wardens 

• Leaflets 

• Notice board 

• Website 

 

Developing Community Partners 



   Natural England work closely with 

community partners 

  

•Cricklade Bloomers 

•Cricklade Manorial Court 

•Local Farmers 

•Cricklade Town Council 



• Work to improve Cricklade 

Environment 

• Won Britain in Bloom in 2011 

• Raise £12k pa 

• 6000 volunteer hours per 

year 

 

 

 



Fritillary Tea Rooms 



Educational Displays 

 

Educational Displays 





Work Parties 



Website 



Website 



• One of only 32 
remaining Manorial 
Courts 

• 800 years of managing 
the meadow 

• 25 Volunteer officers 
and jurors including 
– High Bailiff 

– Steward 

– Hayward 

– Town Crier 

– Ale Taster 



• Jointly manage the meadow with Natural 

England 

• Manage a meadow HLS agreement 

• Manage grazing 

• Meadow guided walks 



• Take the hay crop every year 

• Willing offer time and equipment 

• Provide grazing animals 

• Freely offer advice! 



• Tourist information point 

• Ground staff support 

• Support and encouragement resolving issues 

• Leaflets 

 

 



• North Meadow is valued by the 

Community 

• Seen as an asset for Cricklade 

• Many volunteers help visitors whilst 

protecting the meadow 

• Education has reduced undesirable 

behaviour 

• Quick identification of problems 

• Positive approach 




