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Introduction

e Part of the Flourishing Floodplains project

e Worked with farmers in the
Severn Vale area to develop & p,\/—"\}
. 2 f‘ kfﬁmmm  {——r
farmer-friendly case studies . :
surrounding floodplain ;
management
Informed by previous research
(e.g., Landwise, ELM T&T)

CCRI team

Charlotte Chivers Chris Short Honor Mackley-Ward  Bee Ray-Smallcalder
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Examination of existing case studies

21 case studies alongside literature review
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Key findings:

e Importance of open-ended questions -
explore why farmers are using particular

practices

Wide range of formats can be used for case

studies

Language/content should be easy to

understand
Use of tipping points/journeys

Inclusion of different types of evidence

Recognition of heterogeneity
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Farmer workshop: key findings

9 land manager participants
Local knowledge of flooding = key - years of observations
Short periods of flooding seen as beneficial - nutrients
Key challenges:

e Blackgrass burdens = encouraging arable reversion to

grassland

e Concern around hay cutting dates - inflexible

e Agri-environment scheme payment rates - too low, e.g., ponds

e Nervousness around carbon accounting

e Public access - awareness of Countryside Code, dogs
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Case study resources: key content

Key facts about the farm (size, system, practices)
Experiences of farming on a floodplain
Nature-friendly farming

Sources of advice

Key challenges faced on the floodplain land
Soil types

Monitoring

Wildlife

Hay production

Economics

Involvement in agri-environment schemes
Future plans
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Case study videos

Long versions: up to 15 minutes long
Short versions: ~2-3 minutes

i:\:}m% Durations based on previous research into farmer
| | “wwme.  preferences for informative videos

(Chivers et al, 2021)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWsuRTydMpU

The cattle had basically an area for
Watch on EBYoulube one day and each day they were moved on.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sWsuRTydMpU
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Example case study: Persh farm

e Mixed farm: 550ha (400 = arable)

e Livestock: 60 traditional Herefordshire
cattle and 100 sheep

e Cattle are grazed on wetland fields and
cover crop forage where appropriate

e Around 150ha of the farm is situated on a
floodplain, including Persh

e Spring and winter rotations on arable land

e Hay produced on meadows is kept on-
farm

Scale: A P
é 1,17.000 e e
ncreasing  Clagy content across mberlayne farms. Left: Maisemore Court Farm

L"WE"”“’“‘ (North); Right: Maisemore Court Farm (South). Map from: SOYL (2020)
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Example case study: Persh farm

Non-rotational HT options Rotational HT options
Creation of wet grassland for breeding Winter bird food (AB9)
waders (GS11)
Management of wet grassland for Basic overwinter stubble (AB2)

breeding waders (GS9)

Native breeds at risk/threatened species Autumn sown bumblebird mix (AB16)
supplements (SP8/SP9)

Permenant grassland with very low
inputs (GS2)

In-field grass strips (SW3)

Management of hedgerows (one side per |
100m) (BE3)




Example case study: Persh farm

e Joined Higher Tier Countryside Stewardship in 2022

e Culverts have been installed to control flow and provide nesting and
foraging habitat for birds. These culverts are kept closed all summer from
around February onwards to keep water on the fields

e Benchmarking has helped to identify areas with poor gross margins and
where to farm less intensively with support from agri-environment schemes

e Floodplain land on the farm has gradually transitioned away from arable =
28% increase in grassland ( = breeding waders)

e Livestock represent an integrated part of the farm

e Involved in LR pilot project - Eelscapes
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HOW COULD POLICY BETTER
SUPPORT FLOURISHING'
FLOODPLAINS?

e Support actions to enhance floodplains
(ponds, flexible hay cutting dates, harvesting,
water storage, hedgerows, brush harvesting)
e Trial different policy mechanisms (results-
based payments, adjust tax regime,
collaborative advice)

e Embrace floodplains for multiple benefits
(storing carbon, reducing flooding and
enhancing biodiversity)

e Mix of public and private finance
opportunities
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THANKYOU

ANY QUESTIONS?

Thanks to our case study farmers: Debbie Wilkins, Richard and Andy Rumming, Greg Chamberlayne, Rob Davies
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